
So I set myself the seemingly daunting task of trying to identify at least 10 positive or 
potentially positive results of Donald J Trump’s ascendancy to the White House. I did 
this for a couple of reasons. 
 
First, I see it as the role of all spiritual teachers and would-be leaders to help their 
students, followers and fans see beyond the appearance of evil and trouble that is all 
around us, particularly at this juncture, and to reinforce the teaching that nothing is 
entirely negative. 
 
Second, in keeping with my core teachings about Oneness, I wanted to demonstrate 
some of the ways in which even the most difficult person or situation we encounter in 
our daily lives is nonetheless part of the same Universe in which we find ourselves. 
 
Finally, I simply need the positive uplifting and encouragement of thinking about 
seemingly desperate, even hopeless, situations in as positive a light as possible if only 
for my own spiritual well-being and sanity. 
 
Let me preface this list with a couple of points of clarification. 
 
By no means am I saying by presenting this list that I am on any level happy or satisfied 
with the turn of events that has led to its creation. I do not expect Trump to be a 
President who is likely to support very many of the socially enlightened policies I would 
like to see adopted in Washington. He may surprise me. But for the most part, and to 
the extent that he has any clear political positions, he appears to be more conservative 
than populist, and I suspect that when all is said and done he will govern from that 
perspective. 
 
It’s also important, anytime we discuss Trump and his forthcoming presidency — at 
least until we have a track record on which to change our thinking — to keep in mind 
that he has not taken strong public positions on many subjects. He shows himself as 
uninterested in difficult policy issues or in their resolution. Furthermore, and this is 
almost more troubling, despite his undoubted ignorance on virtually every major policy 
issue he will face as president, he shows no interest in learning about them. To the 
contrary, he is given to making statements like, “I know more about Middle East 
terrorism than the generals.” During the course of his campaign to win the nomination, 
and continuing through the election cycle leading up to November 8, he repeated 
statements like that a great many times. 
 
Finally, we need to keep in mind that the power of the presidency is far more limited 
than we have been led to believe through the years. As President Obama learned the 
hard way, even with a unified Congress — which Trump will have for at least the first 
two years of his term — the President’s hands are frequently tied by House and Senate 
members who have constituencies to whom they feel accountable. A great many of 
Trump’s own adopted party (he identified as a Democrat for years and said Bill Clinton 
was a better president than either of the Bushes) have consistently opposed his 



election. To the extent that these people find themselves in Congress or other positions 
of power and influence, they can (indeed must) act as a brake on some of Trump’s 
more extreme positions. 
 
With those caveats as background, here are some of the potentially positive things that 
could develop either directly as a result of Trump’s administration and policies or as 
unintended side effects of those policies. 
 
Number one. It is possible, in fact extremely probable, that the United States will reduce 
its adventurism abroad, withdraw from senseless wars (which may in fact mean all 
wars) and take a far more isolationist perspective in crafting foreign policy. This has 
been one of the very few points on which Trump has been entirely consistent 
throughout both phases of his campaign for the White House. To this point, it’s worth 
noting that President Obama has both extended wars he promised to end, and started 
new conflicts in the Middle East. And Hillary Clinton promised more of the same in 
terms of her foreign policy positions; if anything, she would have been more of a hawk 
than even Obama. So, assuming all the caveats, a Trump administration is more likely 
to be a more peaceful one on the global stage then we perhaps expect. 
 
Number two. Trump has clearly and publicly broken with his party and its long-enduring 
love for international trade agreements in which the United States has become 
embroiled in recent decades. Specifically, he has promised (threatened?) to tear up or 
renegotiate the North American Free Trade Agreement known as NAFTA and promises 
a thorough reassessment of the pending Trans- Pacific Partnership, a.k.a. “TPP”. 
Progressives have a reputation, which I consider completely undeserved and 
unsupported by history, of being opposed to these complex international trade deals. 
But it was the first President Clinton who shepherded NAFTA through the Congress and 
Obama has been trying hard to ram the TPP deal through Congress before his term of 
office is up. 
 
Why is this opposition by Trump a positive in my mind? Because NAFTA, contrary to 
promises made by Clinton and others when it was being negotiated and approved, 
significantly damaged the American worker. It made it easier and financially attractive 
for companies based in the United States to move their workforce abroad wherever 
possible. It has also resulted in our country giving neighboring countries a free pass on 
environmental regulations and other rules and procedures by which American 
companies are bound. This in turn has posed an obstacle to the implementation of even 
basic safeguards against the Climate Catastrophe. 
 
The TPP is even worse. It is like NAFTA on steroids. It involves more countries and 
covers far more topics — including things like intellectual property protection — than 
NAFTA even pretended. And many of its provisions were, in my mind and in the minds 
of many others who were paying close attention, completely contradictory to United 
States laws. We could well have been tied up in international courts for decades over 
minute details of a plan that was negotiated completely in secret and yet involved a 



great many American businessmen in the process. 
 
Number three. Hillary Clinton won the popular vote, garnering more than a half-million 
more supporters than the declared winner. This is the second time in 20 years that the 
progressive agenda was overwhelmingly endorsed by the American people, whose will 
was thwarted by the ancient and archaic institution known as the Electoral College. 
Maybe this time around, assisted by a re-energized progressive movement (see below) 
perhaps uniting under the banner of Bernie Sanders, there can be meaningful 
discussion of and progress toward replacing the Electoral College with the principle of 
“one person, one vote.” 
 
While it would seem highly unlikely that we will abolish the Electoral College before the 
next presidential election, a serious and intentional debate on what mechanism or 
structure should replace it might perhaps gain enough momentum to take place, even if 
not on the direct agenda of the national political class. 
 
Number four. We may see a decline in gun sales in the United States. “Why would that 
come about as a result of the election of a man who appears to be a rabid defender of 
the Second Amendment?” you might ask. Immediately following the election result, the 
stocks of major gun manufacturers took major hits on their evaluation. This is because 
people who own multiple guns and are paranoid about the government “coming to take 
them away” have a tendency to stock up on guns when their fear of confiscation is 
highest. With a big gun-friendly man in the White House, they can rest easy that nobody 
is going to take away their guns. Very early returns indicate that gun sales are in fact 
plummeting. We need to wait and see if this continues. But if it does, even the most 
ardent progressive would have to agree it would be a nice positive unintended side 
effect of Trump’s victory. 
 
Number five. This one perhaps deserves to be ranked higher in this list, but I didn’t sort 
it into any particular order. Earlier, I mentioned Trump’s consistent stand on 
non-interventionist foreign policy. Another point of policy in which he has hardly 
wavered at all is his plan or pledge to invest billions of dollars in our nation’s 
infrastructure. This is something that Obama tried any number of ways to get Congress 
to enact over the years he was in power, to no avail. While there are differences 
between conservatives and progressives over prioritizing the kinds of specific projects 
to be worked on — e.g., conservatives tend to want to invest in highways, trucking, 
railroading and shipping because those aspects of infrastructure pay the most 
immediate dividends to their rich backers, while progressives tend to want to invest in 
mass transit and other people-moving and eco-friendly projects. There is broad 
agreement on some aspects of infrastructure improvement, however, and an 
all-Republican federal government might just be able to move the marker on this 
significantly in at least some right directions. 
 
Number six. Economists agree that the vague economic plan Trump has revealed so far 
is a literal disaster. To the extent that he’s able to get it enacted, the economy across 



the board will suffer. How, you may ask, can I possibly view that as a potential positive? 
To the extent that he is able to wreak economic havoc on the country, he unwittingly 
gives support to alternative modern economic ideas including the Enoughness principle 
that we in the Progressive Christian movement have been advocating. 
 
Number seven. As we’ve already seen in the days immediately following the election, 
this historic turn of events has motivated a section of the progressive movement that 
seems to have been largely dormant in its complacency for the past 20+ years. There 
have been protests, mostly peaceful but unfortunately not always, in the streets of many 
major cities in United States. And these are protests not about a specific policy, or 
backing a specific cause, but rather protests against the man himself. Chants of “Not My 
President!” Have run through the streets and across college campuses from 
coast-to-coast. Combine that with the distinct possibility that Bernie Sanders tapped 
sufficiently deeply into this thread of discontent during his unsuccessful run for the 
Democratic Party nomination that he may well be able to sustain the progressive 
movement which Obama was unable to do after his election in 2008. If that happens, 
and while the jury is still out, I’m quite hopeful, that Donald Trump may go down in 
history as the man who reignited the progressive movement and generated the 
revolution that brought him and his policies down in just four years. 
 
Number eight. We progressives must now learn to function as the out-of-power 
opposition. This is a role we haven’t felt called to play in many years, with the exception 
of a few isolated causes. The closest we have come was the Occupy movement three 
or four years ago, of which there are still a few remnants. As a result the tools and 
muscles we need to use to be effective opponents of what shouldn’t be allowed to 
become law or policy are largely flabby and in disuse. Here’s our chance to sharpen our 
tools, shape up our muscles, roll up our sleeves, and a bunch of other clichés. Time for 
us to get serious about how to get things done in a political environment in which we do 
not hold office or power, but in which we have the imprimatur of public opinion squarely 
and safely on our side. If we pick up our chins from the floor of discouragement and 
march forward while learning these skills, we may find ourselves with greater power 
than we ever could have had by having a pseudo-liberal like Hillary Clinton in the White 
House for eight more years of false progressive posing. 
 
Number nine. Strictly from a spiritual perspective, we know from a great many of the 
Masters from whom we learn our paths that it is often the case that our enemies and 
opponents are also our greatest teachers. On a deep level, we need to ask ourselves 
questions like: “What lessons is Trump here to teach us?” “What about our shadow side 
invited and attracted to him and his followers into our consciousness?” “How can we 
use love and forgiveness as powerful weapons to raise their consciousness about what 
is there is to do and what is right to do?” 
 
And finally, number 10. Although Trump promises to be ready to lead a serious 
backtracking on attempts to ward off at least the worst effects of global warming, the 
United States is not the only player on that stage. While it’s certainly true that without 



our cooperation and support, the rest of the world will have much greater difficulty 
meeting these challenges, it certainly isn’t unthinkable or impossible.  
 
What would the world look like in the absence of American Exceptionalism? What if our 
friends in Europe and Asia had to step up to the plate and take the lead in solving global 
warming? Would that be a bad thing? Perhaps a significantly strengthened international 
community is just the missing piece we need to push the climate catastrophe back 
enough years that we can get a handle on it and avoid the worst consequences. So 
long as we are there to write the check, come up with the ideas, and set the example, 
China, Russia, Japan, Germany, and the rest of Europe can all take it easy and ride in 
our wake. (I’m not saying they have held back; Germany and the Benelux countries in 
particular have been world leaders in this area.) 
 
This possible elimination of the American Empire — accompanied as we can hope it will 
be by a reduction in America’s role as policeman of the world — could lead to a far 
more balanced, just and loving world, one that would never have been able to come into 
existence so long as we stayed Top Dog. 
 
 


